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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer cormunicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effectfve rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 
nelude repo sa e listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 


from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the excessively high 
rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

urrent hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds “available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 
Where part or all of the current week's data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available oe are 
substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

s cated in the chart on page 3, the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. declined for the second consecutive week for the 
United States as a whole and was reported at 521 per thousand per year for the week ending 25 December. This rate was 17% below the peak 
rate registered two weeks earlier. Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. continued dowward in all Service Commands, except the Fourth 
and the Eighth which after reporting relatively low rates during the week ending 18 December showed moderate increases during the Xmas 
week. Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. for the week ending 25 December 193 was approximately 10 percent higher than for the cor~ 
responding week of 192. Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia during the week ending 25 December continued substantially the same as 
for the preceding week and about 15 percent lower than for the corresponding week of 19)2. 

Lower rates of admission from all causes and from all diseases combined were reported for the week ending 25 December 193, reflect- 
ing partly the decline in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. and partly the lessened morbidity from other causes in anticipation of 
Xmas leaves. The all causes rate at nearly 950 per thousand per year and the corresponding all diseases rate of nearly 890 per thousand 
per year were both practically the same as for the corresponding week in 19}2. 

Also probably on account of the Xmas holidays, the admission rate from injury for the week ending 25 December dropped to 61 per 
thousand which was not only the lowest point recorded in 1943 but in all likelihood the lowest rate ever reported. 

The mean number of non-effectives which had in recent weeks risen to the very high level of lh per thousand, as a result of the in- f, 
fluenza epidemic, declined to 1 per thousand for the week ending 25 December. This decrease occurred in all Service Commands except the | 
Fifth, while in the Fourth and the Eighth the non-effective rate remained about the same despite higher morbidity from colds, influenza, | 
etc. Most of the decline in the non-effective rate for the country as a whole was due to the increasing numbers of influenza cases: being , : 
returned to duty, but the practice during the Xmas season of discharging from hospital and granting short-term leaves to the less 
seriously ill patients was also an important factor. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMANDS 

S mentioned above, only the Fo and Eighth Service Commands registered higher morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. for the week 
ending 25 December 1913. In the Fourth Service Command (where morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. had declined the previous week) this 
week's admission’ rate increased to nearly 530 per thousand per year or practically the same as it had been two weeks earlier and still 
below the point of previous high morbidity from these causes reached in January 19,3. In the Eighth Service Command the admission rate 
increased to over 580 per thousand per year, which was also below the point of previous high morbidity reported in January 193. 

The Second Service Command and the Military District of Washington, which showed the highest rates of admission from colds and in- 
fluenza during the week ending 18 December, experienced the largest decreases in morbidity from these causes during the week ending 25 
December. The Second Service Command with an admission rate of 59 per thousand per year reported the highest morbidity from these 
causes during the week ending 25 December and was closely followed in this respect by the Eighth Service Command. The Sixth Service 
Command in which a peak rate of admission (of nearly 1280 per thousand) had been reached in the week ending December reported the low- 
est morbidity (of less than 350 per thousand) for the week ending 25 December. : ae 

Due to their relatively high morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. the Second and the Eighth Service Commands were the only ones 
report morbidity from all causes in excess of 1000 per tnousand per year. 

CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

ot capacity decreased slightly during the week to approximately 355,000 on 25 December 193. However, the beds occupied 
decreased by nearly 30,000 to just over 169,000 and the number of "available vacant" beds increased correspondingly to over 115,000. ? 
This is the lowest number of beds occupied since July 193 and probably the highest number of: "available vacant" beds ever on hand. The } 
very large decrease in the number of beds occupied reflects not only the waning of the influenza epidemic gnd the customary discharges 
from hospital at Xmas-time but also the very much increased granting of convalescent leaves and furloughs at this time of the year. On 
25 December there were only 20 stations with a bed capacity of about 11,000 which had no "available vacant" beds; among them were 6 gen= 
eral hospitals with a bed capacity of 8,00 beds. 

On 25 December there were 1968 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 19 of which had presumably been acquired outside 
of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining under treatment at the and of the week was reported at 15;638. 
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1-Forrest, Cp., Term. 
l-Barnes G. H. Wash. 
l-Muroc AAB., Calif. 


YMPHOCYTIC CHORIO- 
MENINGITIS 


l-Memphis AAB., Tenn. 


MENINGEAL SEPTICEMIA 
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l-Jefferson Sks., Ko. 
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1-G60CTD-Pittsburg, Pa. 
1-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
1-Sioux Falls AAF.,S.D. 
4-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
1-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 


UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


Delayed Report: 
Week ending 12/18 


l-Hoff G. H. Calif, 
GERMAN MEASLES (2 


23-10AAFTC, Greensboro, 
N. Ce. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) 


l1-Reynolds, Cp., Pa. 


MALTA FEVER (2 


l-Hayes, Ft., Ohio 


Delayed Reports; 
Week ending 12/18 


l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 


DENGUE FEVER (1 


l-McCaw G. H. Wash. 
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TYPHOID FEVER (1 


Delayed Reports: 


Week endirg 12/18 


l-Marianna AAF., Fla. 


TYPHUS FEVER (4) 


l-Drew Fld., Fla. 
l-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
2-Spence Fld., Ga. 
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1-Bradley Fld., Conn. 
1-Westover Fld., Mass. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., N. J. 
2-Shanks, Cp., N. YY, 
1-Geo. G. Mead, Ft.,Md. 
1-Benning Ft., Ga. 
2-Bragg, Fie, N. C. 
2-Eutner, Cpe, N. Ce 
1-Croft, CPey s. C. 
1-Davis, Cp., Ne Ce 
1-Don Ce Sar(Hosp),Fla. 
4-Jackson, Fee, Ss. C. 
2-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
1-NcCain, Cp., Miss. 
1-MacDill, Fld., Fla. 
1-Moody, Fld., Ga. 
1-Napier, Fld., Ala. 
1-Van Dorn, Cpe, Miss. 
1-Waycross AAF, Ga. 
2-Breckinridge, Cp.; Ky. 
1-Crowder, Cp., Mo. 
l-Lowry Fld., Colo, 
1-Fllington Fld., Tex. 
2-Lewis Ft., Wash. 
l~Haan, Cp., “Salif. 
1-McClellan [lc., Calif. 
1-Vest L. A. Area, Calif 
l1-‘White, Cp., Ore. 
i-williams Fld., Ariz. 
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Week ending 12/18 


2-Patrick Henry, Cp.,Va. 
1-Tyndall Fld °,) Fla e 
2-Lewis Ft., Wash. 
1-Kearns AAB, Utah 
l-Wendover Fld., Utah 
4-Sill, Ft., Okla. 
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COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (54) 


1-Pickett, Cre, Va. 
1-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
S—iaan, Cp., celif. 
1-Luke Fld., Ariz. 
}-Minter Fld., Calif. 
l-Muroc AAB, Calif. 
2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Nelayed_heports: 
Week ending 12/11 
16-Calif-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 12/18 
1-Dening AAF, N. Mex. 
1-San Luis Obispo, Cali 
22-Haan, Cp., Calif. 


